




From:                             
                                  Thu, 26 Aug 2021 22:39:15 +0000

To:                                      wwalsh@hinsdale86.org
Cc:                                      sphillip@hinsdale86.org;twalker@hinsdale86.org
Subject:                             Concerned Parent
Attachments:                   HOCO Court.docx

Please read my attached letter regarding the Senior Homecoming Court topic. 
Thanks for your time. 
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From what I understand, you are completely eliminating the court and opening up the skits to anyone, opposed to those 
that the court selects. Why not a compromise? Still have the court which is a long standing tradition, in addition to 
opening up the skits to all? There is still time to reinstate. There is still time to send out a larger poll to the student body. 
Let them decide.

Thanks

630.880.8720

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 25, 2021, at 4:06 PM, Sally Phillip <sphillip@hinsdale86.org> wrote:

All - 
I can address points 1 and 3 as they pertain to Student Activities at Hinsdale Central. 

In 2019 a group of students approached me with the idea of changing Homecoming Court in order to 
involve more of the school and diversify the students who are a part of the event.  These students were 
part of Varsity Club and Student Council and have since graduated.  Based on discussions that started in 
the 2019-2020 school year, we continued those conversations with the Varsity Club and Student Council 
throughout last year and this summer to make some changes.  We are not cancelling Homecoming Court,  
we are updating how we do Homecoming Court moving forward - we are working to make Homecoming a 
more inclusive event for all students and not just about seniors.  We are still in the process of working out 
the final details and will share all the correct details to students once we are back to school and have the 
plan solidified.  It is a great plan that is fun and inclusive and will honor Hinsdale Central traditions in a 
new light.
 
We are not cancelling anything though - We are planning on both pep rallies - Sept. 24 and Oct. 1, a 
version of a Homecoming court, a football game Oct 1 and a parade and dance on Oct. 2.  Again, some of 
those events might look a little different so that we can maintain safety of students and COVID regulations 
as they pertain to our school district, IDPH, DuPage County Health Department and CDC.  
 
In regards to the elimination of leadership clubs, this is something that occurs every year where clubs are 
either combined, closed or reformatted.  The sponsors and I meet throughout the ear to evaluate what is 
working and what isn’t and clubs are only eliminated if there is a similar opportunity available for these 
students, such as the case with closing Red Devil Leaders and combining with Peer Mentors.  Peer 
Mentors was reformatted this year to better support our new students with a curriculum and training.  I 
am proud of the work the sponsors and students have done over the summer to be ready for the new 
students tomorrow.  I want to assure you that the focus of student activities is providing opportunities for 
all students based on their interests and wants – the list of clubs is a fluid list and changes from year to 
year based on student interest.   

I do agree with you that this has been a very tough 18 months and I am so excited to have a somewhat 
normal year this year with students in the building. I am even more excited to work with all of our clubs to 
make them more accessible and inclusive to all of our students moving forward and to bring the 
suggestions of students based on their recent experiences to life.  
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